Tardive dyskinesia in Alzheimer's disease: clinical features and neuropathologic correlates.
Medical record review was conducted on 14 patients with neuropathologically confirmed Alzheimer's disease, all of whom had been treated with antipsychotic medications, to determine the relationship between neuropathology and the development of tardive dyskinesia. Four cases were found to have chart descriptions of hyperkinetic movement disorders consistent with tardive dyskinesia. When the group with tardive dyskinesia was compared to the group without tardive dyskinesia, there were no statistically significant differences regarding gender, age of onset of dementia, duration of dementia, age at death, or duration of antipsychotic treatment. Neuropathologic comparisons revealed greater degenerative changes in the substantia nigra in those patients with tardive dyskinesia. These preliminary observations suggest that patients with Alzheimer's disease and significant coexisting substantia nigra pathologic changes may be at higher risk for developing tardive dyskinesia when treated with antipsychotic medication.